January 13th, 2002
Hi Gavin

It is only 3 days since you left but I will start writing as it takes some time for my letters to reach you. Leonie came round on Thursday evening. We went to the gym together, had dinner here and collected her things. She left at about 11:45 p.m., at about the same time that your ‘plane would have been taking off. Was thinking of you then. It was good to have you here. By the way, the photograph I took of you to finish the roll of film came out well. I will send you a copy if you would like one. I was going to include it in this letter, but I will wait until you reply – which means that you will have to write! Hope the weather was not to cold when you got back. Remember how we saw all the snow in the Carolinas last week on TV?

On Thursday evening when Leonie was here, I was getting a cold. My nose was running, I had a sore throat and I was sneezing a lot. Felt miserable on Friday and didn’t do any exercise. I was hoping it would be better by Saturday morning for a hike. Felt a bit better so decided to go and see how it went. Turned out to be very good. Got rid of a lot of gunk from my nose and lungs. This must have cleared my lungs which made the running quite easy. Went from Chinese University station up to Stage 4 of the Maclehose Trail, along to Lion Rock, down to Shatin and along the river back to the station. The run lasted 3 hours and was only 3 minutes slower than my best time for this route. In fact, the time for the last part – the flat running – was the quickest, not because I was I was running faster, but because I needed hardly any stops for a rest. But on getting back here, I felt tired. I guess I was still suffering from the cold. Even today, my throat is still a little sore.

By chance in the lift yesterday a guy named Sean was in the lift with me. I sort of know him as he is often in the gym. He was dressed in an airline-looking uniform so I asked if he worked for an airline. He said ‘No’ but that he flew helicopters. Perhaps he is the guy the manager was going to get you to speak to. Did you speak to him (or to someone else, if it wasn’t Sean)? The next time I see him, I will find out more and see if there is a website related to his work. Actually, I though Sean had left here, but he said he had been working in China for about a month – I guess that means he was doing helicopter work.


Air pollution has not been as bad since you left. But there will be times again when it will be bad. Not too bad on the run yesterday. (These 2 sentences are exactly the same as sentences I used in the first letter last year after your visit – I changed the date of last year’s letter and am writing over the top so can see what I wrote then.)


You flew on Cathay Pacific. The company announced yesterday that their revenues for the past year are down substantially. This cause quite a big drop in the price of their shares.


On Thursday, the Court of Final Appeal ruled that most of the 5000 or so right-of-abode seekers who want to stay in HK have to return to the mainland. Only about 10% won the right to stay. Most people came to HK illegally or overstayed their visitor’s permit so should go back. Others though are children who were born in China but their parents are HK residents. Tough for these people though. They have to return by the end of March. Schooling for children involved will also cease then. So, as the court ruling was their final legal avenue, they have no more appeals. A petition to the United Nations is to be made but this will have no effect on the outcome. 


More information about the terrorist ring in Singapore. It seems that the ring was planning to bomb a bus carrying US military personnel and also to bomb US navy ships anchored in Singapore waters. 

In HK today, foreign domestic helpers are staging a protest about a second possible cut in their wages in a month which would mean a 14% cut to about HK$3100. I sympathise with them as they are already among the poorest paid workers in HK. This is in contrast to senior government officials, most is not all of who would have domestic helpers, gave themselves a whopping 10% pay increase!, the same people who are proposing to decrease their servants’ pay.


Well, that’s about it for now. The letter was also longer than I had expected it to be. Write sometime and let me know how things are getting on.

Love

Dad
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